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Woman who lied on her CV to get an NHS job is jailed for six months

A woman who forged references and lied on her CV to get an NHS job has been jailed for six months.

Rhiannon Mackay, 29, applied to be a capital projects administrator, Plymouth Magistrates’ Court heard. Two A levels were required and Mackay claimed to have two grade Bs.

Mackay, who was unemployed, was asked to provide a reference from her previous employer, the Royal Navy, but produced a forged letter signed in the name of her boyfriend, a chief petty officer. She also forged a navy discharge certificate.

She beat several other candidates to get the job, which she held for more than a year. But she was challenged by managers who became unhappy with her performance, and she admitted falsifying her application.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Mackay, from Plymouth, confessed to fraud and asked for 11 similar offences to be taken into consideration. She also pleaded guilty to making a false instrument — the false reference — and discharge certificate. 

She had been paid £23,448 by the time her deception was uncovered, which the NHS trust failed to claim back through the court.

Jodie Baker, for the defence, said Mackay suffered from post traumatic stress disorder and depression.

“After leaving the Navy she had applied for several jobs but was been unsuccessful,” she said.

A recent survey by the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development showed that every year a quarter of employers withdraw job offers after discovering someone has lied or misrepresented their application.

The Institute warned job applicants that lying on a CV is a sackable and criminal offence.

Deborah Fernon said: “A CV is not the best place for modesty. There’s nothing wrong with selling yourself when you’re applying for a job. But if you lie on your CV, you need to prepare to be caught. And if you do get caught you could get fired.”

A third of British workers admit to having lied on their CV. One in five gets a parent or friend to pose as a referee, the Institute says.

