First person to be convicted under the Bribery Act is jailed

A Court Clerk has become the first person to be convicted under the Bribery Act 2010 which came into force on 1st July 2011.  He has been jailed for six years.

Munir Patel was convicted of bribery and misconduct in a public office after admitting that he received a bribe in his role as an administrative officer at Redbridge Magistrates' Court.

In October 2011, Patel pleaded guilty at Southwark Crown Court to requesting and receiving a £500 bribe to "get rid" of a speeding charge and to misconduct in public office for other similar offences. He admitted one count of bribery but the prosecution believe he earned at least £20,000 by helping 53 offenders.

Patel was sentenced to three years for bribery and six years for misconduct in a public office, to be served concurrently.  Sentencing him, Judge Alistair McCreath told Patel his offences were a "very substantial breach of trust". 

The new Bribery Act, which came into force on 1 July, made it illegal to offer or receive bribes, and to fail to prevent bribery.

Before the new law, similar regulations dated back to 1906 but the Bribery Act also covers bribing a foreign public official and a corporate offence of failing to stop a bribe on behalf of your organisation.

For further information and support about the Bribery Act please contact Indigo HR on louise@indigohr.com or call 0845 003 9456

